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eo. Philadelphia, Cpt ia” 165 
Toon dam Teller 
| Quecder op ttn Ud. (ran, 
| (Under date of July s™ e65 Soe 
ftom yw Offrual meirfreation of my appoumtmert or an Ayit 
of th Freasury Depovttonuit,  Ineprrt und ICport uprow Me jresucts 
—comhitien ofa Prank mints at Charlotta, MC. and Darlorey deg 
(Gan, i crafty wit thw Cuter opie Departmnitt 4 June ot % 
V6 Oe, requetinig you te peleet a suitable punow fora purpose. 
| Cumnoit Army oppomimuntt, Left Prtadelpma on 
fly wo  qureecded to mater the pomindtions required, wile Ws 
much dufotdy as jracveabte , und murned tomar plac ow Pept 
G®. eto ments Ata ppuit far yceded my org onal seemate 
Of meq arte time , mn oureguen ie ite roku and orp 
culm ff) Soulhorn ICart Wrads ,— of Meir wart of conncetion on 
— UR Ay times — cl upecratly Ofer dif freult aud Gdirw cvmwe 
Stand norte te Gutlonega, « dirtione 4 75 milul tere meant 
pout on a Kal Reads. — Sakipos ition, arising from tart months 
| traml , without nyrsiru, hor prvewted an eatin pru_ovtation 
ome reanlt of my Lalor . 
“He bute te D portineit and your cur tv frrefs thee 
following jets artic otyrc™ of wus Mifiiow : adr, "ip 
1,°To ome aud wrport wrow He Iureeee condition of (er ~ 
ble prepurty, at Chartette dud Dorloweg or, cemnedtoo ote 
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rranch Wud at Morr placed. 
2. “bo @doyt such mea fer Thur jrrtiduen and pruervatunn , 0 
rmnay, be on anny frown. 
2. “To Iteport muy, +prnton a4 WM Jurpmity  jutting Mere 
Pram Mts into operdtion, wite Mu addvirn of partienlond 
qurtinwt and unportant Ao tte guotoen 
We bo wnfor witt ta Irevircnal Geverners J] North Carel 
amd Yorgia, on relation t tanyrrany er jermanaT appa ntness 
G& Wee Prone Mitr, UF meelfiary -. 
| I. J ger Cfferme a General wien of ta condition ope ranch 
Imints cm ny port, uemembured with detacls ayo mie) 
jpeeclie condition , wii anc embraced in Te pubjrucd Dohedule A. 
Whe Buiikurgs cd Wracharory of bo Mute ane ow ou Good a 
eondutiew aa Thuw Clowns during four years of war weulol warrant 
u4 m dummy. “Hy, reeecved we pditive dommuit pron orrops 
or molmroluals during Confedinite puray , eept cu The abst Kactern 
of torts 40 little mariunrury , which Cart hos bem rtarncd, and 
My howe few tnpured To 0 vory, Lomited tow durmg Thur oceu~ 
jponcy, by our own trop. 

“the man burlding at Chartette cs in good condition , haviy 
fon udu more reuntty Won Morr wt Dutlonega. It war un— 
ple y cob ty the Confederate Gorwnment for the forage h Goods, 
belong, my *toteciv bo-enlled Nowry-Yarr , strata try Orarlottc 
Yhe opto of pretervatiun Whioh This Pron mecumed , ts dur, 
Thane reason to belcene , te Me tare of De. Oe Gitton ve 
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® firmer afrayor opie Mik and mecoutly meajpproudced toh. 
pam sition. Chur Pranel wor wet url during tice wor, 

“te mom Aut long at Dohlonreg oo hes Lerciouty, duppored 
ma us weed-—werk trewegh Me meyke iam ony yard. Yu frre - 
Lervatun om Pravch ts Phebe, duc to the medcdoner Ophea. 

ME Guellow om Mo bulding, dmtrg Mie war. He oceuprreol a 
~ portion om the unto when 3 eporatious coated ujpun The 
rpeming of host ties , ne wad permuted To muon Mire to afeay 
gid tor te people . Qs Ms eperatun wu net detrimental 
repurty , anol wid oe toTo4-e ony, ag. cok on Goto mung | 
ane werunry, . GenA Wilson permuted (vy? Qullin to wemoam there. 
undov Tht Lame wvumetance. bu te Lame grew J qhlowed | 
Wis wwtnuence ow thre tillding , until Igutor bars rhrould 
he oppomrted Te afrume Mw protection ond preservation of The 
taint 
“He Ou Thar Colinas ih tote Pranchu are m a very dAilofucla— 
ted coudttion , and will ned much reopaur on a total menenral. al 
“Hue meypece of Arviyht- ron macunury and ay jrarataa dung, 
teurmpans, withoot the uwtlant ond actively rotting hand of | 
careful mepeclun J below it can fe readily momored, ard wll | 
not prove have teen porvourly dtrimurtal to Ve future work uy 
ch Mu machinery. Small porters rf tte mavhunrery -, Lome ope 
apporatil, and The oreator art ofthe Trets employed vin the 


Dinca and madoutol epuralrw of Mating ill hove ote renewed , 
as Thy han ben rumored or malerally uypurcd, . 

FAowe ordearored to oprevimatt t correct etomate vn the 
{yotlowrny toe of cost op repatrs and renewal to ta buildengs , 
OVYproralis ond maclinery fra tir Rranch hunts, PLU MERE 
Spreerfre dots and ptmaty to hr pulbytoned Johedule 4,.— Correct” 
ulmales cam erly te made ty The Jrepeysional merance aftr 
earepurl puvvw, “Ye questi Hyung cwl opie Tard pant of 
mgurry , ther me Proncha oll be cutuedas Inarty om 
Aproy bffrcrs, mduced moti dinde te utimates acurdiigly. 


Cstimattd Cost oy Reprarrs. 


Sov WYrayeny rurprosd yelusury fisuo= @ fRoyo= 
“fev uildings 


fiqoo- @ #2320- 


2.5 00- eh OO= 
— Sotat for Asay, Bp pres . -|$ wu oo- {5% 20- 
Addctiewal for Reuwng and (image 1000= | 150 O= 
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poy seeos a fy oman 


“Fotat for Qu Wulng, ur proses |fuovo= — 


SS remark on the above tat te timated embrace oily puck nupours 
as J hur posed me w|iery To Mk the Pranclu uw! jeu ative 
opuration , Mt that mene wlmsive repo wil hanete made, 
dproally, “to Me Bo boueg a Branch , hefore they cam be eourdorcd 
ww the tert woudl. 
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ne Creteotn awd (rerervalomn uy Public IReparty 


| Wye my fort nearing The Prromch Inuit wt Onartottr, Lend 
ow queen dpe dita 7 Wd. Sreyd , wt eocduatty inplcotcd, 
wr wy wjurn tie duliling, or vo ents . Hw (fray Departinuit- 
ura Ton bevel wp nud te ku in rharmyo fp DE JH. Gilt, by 
| pormerfice of (pent Ruger, Commmantlart 7], YN Carmina. Ou fe 
on ttow wy Thin, uw WN orth ob TH moma for a for uel, and wstho 
hulruciows dt Commondant were tart te denul porto go 
Aut luay Ao nun po, SJ endudeds to allows Manga 1 neamorn 
of ty wore rnd juroeeed te HL amination of Dalloncaa, pemdury 
pe Quben's rdw. Uprn my mint to Charlotta ment tater, 
J found Mal ou toe Madmylad tre J tt we charge, 
that te Ofay PYyrortinut nad ben poreed cpew , Ver Palau 
ond Ticue ontreles decarran ged, ord mceor dling to DY Gttew, 
rome Wold ond dct hed teen latractta. The Merion in 
—  charye Mad poem tothe tee Qitd + Alor, and Srv that Moroni 
7 Mm uncrtig ation of, BX qiubtow ot will do founds and meturwed . 
Wtuule in Onto, Itad the Lottes ond quoting ws Joram ~ 
ferred trom tie Coufedurate Nawry Yar to the Mint, prom urbe de 
thy Aad deem mumoned. Whe meappotntinuit 6 BS Gibbon , af 
lipayor uv new a dufpcat quorante thot Me Vb Vrepety 
3 J pod tat pow of ie oppourectoa gp Dobloneya, Prrandy 
haddeen bomurrat upurcd My ee prwtlege decorded The 
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PD Crd, Ditadomuit, qratlnal mn ate Minit or mene unmalet over 
Mie urturle buwldunrg , eyerpot cn afow reems , whore Me mere dlCeate 
apparels wrod Aeept. Ci tquad of 15 mw, under Let. Limmormnan 
(jhe 134% He. V.VS accompanied mu TMi mint, Te replace Me 
Comalmy ond J aprgned evtan poten oie building W Vicon , 
with incl ayanctions, wick J am conprduit wore shred, te eter 
nether part ome baiting. UWprn my roar te Dalten Ce give 
Hucal imetructorn 0 (Bt. Pe. Gen Kuenen, 4 me 139™ HOSe. 
mw welation Tote Mw), Sfound teat on tie rem ilirn Danloneg a 
war already tranthurred tote juredietion of gen” Jubal. Vearing 
The Comey i) suck prequart changed wy military occupaduorn , 
J uw Mt onw To duyurta, to wlan The tale of Trings ta (May. 
Gen” fHiedman , Com™ of Georgia, andi te mequert at theaters 
Purl we oe quartered un the builoling , tecause The puro at 
hravader- onc olds pli ope OYrcor m Commane pres WC 
. muy quarter Jf Mi dir rerervotion and pretotinn ofc TM 
Feary. I further otaled term the detarbd eonditien of Upon 
Guorqu and Me mecyiTy dpa Water fore Taw (uplen w 
“eat once Usucd metradions ea Gunk Judah to detach a 
force dl forty (4) wun , lily commanded, 10 Ballons, with 
 Afceal uywunrtions Mat Moo Mint dueling pole met be oooupred 
(ay Ie Wop, , weet purtr one or da rooms by Offricevs, Sa 


ho mean tne We Quan merdu ur Me Mout wrtte tu fourtly , 
and wll , ddoulbt wt, wevcie We paw care of Me teldung one 
h wwtuitr , teat We hos An Ty 00 done, witil Fvcenms are fr — 


18650919 Booth report southern mints. Page -7- is missing from the original 
report. The page fastener was a rivet-type and the sheets pulled loose from the 
back rivet. 
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© Bratt tor Promcher be Minter ov only Cran, Offi? 

eat wit whew, one UG velue Mowpecl Moran , dB cowmerceal value 

| UY atente kuvrww , and td fact Jreeluda uvpection on Vio 

| Deposit or Holder. Jf much qetl u tebe corned pt that Int, 

th mmct of neces be promisutly refined, ama Arner ll the appli 
ducer ov refuring, and courage wuld he mequrred ur oddtcen 
to Ther por Afrayiny. “Hhuvadt necfpitate Me on orm 0] 
Wire Of fcurd ond more wel , Whe neenrentait Crantfarta — 

| [low ch accds cm (lays mefeclt ite Meo Intoren die country, The 
ue Oph muro madly, amd Aujardtid and oreotty in erearo 
Tho eet apd com pleyuly ofp Mut ovr an ffe-ay Acer . THe only 
alvoutinn of Crage tte Inturor woeld be The dite butun of 
armedenati amouait of (old in er directly ui Wealle perm of 
com, m timeytoud surreunding The Pranch Minti, but Mua ad/— 
vawtage U ewly dumcted tote Muert Ame of trawl ofa got ber 
Hdetirmined value tra place cf comage ond cr motcinm. He __ 
advautaye oyuor treme tte treo Hurt un tam , 0 prt on vad, 
and dumited os trie mumbo of depositors, Te owtwuyh he 
mnoreased CMT and omrtority of Mefrrng, ond Comage ot Franch 
Wits ow the bnkorver 9f-ic Coumtiry,. Wurcover coor Thr Hg ht 
odu-crrtay Mey, de mo, 4 Me Gova~nwul Hurl pine a Pere 
ma Commereral Cutve , - and Mould afrume Mice rer proner bly 
i} trew-fporting Male goto er a Yuat, pov mefprunry ond tomaye. 


| 1 


) - 


SS duniwed Vi welluit puggetion rom your [port as 
incite qe for 1863-4 ond cam add netting merete oe 


Stam wnfrdent tat tire would ho oo oll fprurttiq in meqarcatiing 
fhe pale ofa Apewe Brapt in Mw Souther Geld Ieqions , sulyet to 
wetthor bri Van The mate of Cpehamge, utcch worlol denbttefy be 
De wre meqratre ay new Branch mute in te United Pata 2 
Whee Me querlion U mowr for To fit tone muvee Tin ertatirhmuit, 
a jum enw, wt tee Two Prranch Vt in tio South hall AV 
neopenreed write full Munting jourerr, or pimyly, a Aftan Of feces , 
cine UW Wey UW TR OMY of ehamriauing thro qaural bearings ofa 
qution , witha view Tputare Leg ilation buy rhe Congres. “the 
owl, ulerferwnw Ub qrorroys The Com, tating ao ranch at 
Servw, Crtorade, but dr bw Meat in COAL ALOU op tte oli — 
frullid of Uravupovtirtuw , 0 how only heen werked Mn fur as 
am Cian Office arid har proved ample por ath commerereL fur 
(oH . = 
Sdotur, Weitann, Nevada, Urcrenn, rd othr Terniteta. Its 
hard Ly, mecrury, to remark tat in a Geld preducaug region, A/Very 
ruroll Jureportieu of herr grtol U required ty The Jrvduciy Conmurelg 
cCommurcen euatne’. 
Chall Mee henrive and more cumbrous PRT ta Mun, 
ur oe fucllungs , mach unum, and oruratitad , he nected mn cach 


VOX 
cw. ca 04 Mn , because 6) Preur great tint 2? “thu us aot only - 
wnjurtart ar an econowteal quertinr , but author amu with ct, 
whotier tee nucltyplicatin of eowlina df Coimage may a Meta 
the prpitally df erroneous Usucs of Coin . 
Crumdur fora mower tort Te Aome welur Jf gold , whoTiar mn 
aproyed dor ov im refined coin, will havo tole trameperted to Mc 

— towmnertcal cote , at am equal cost and mek erie publ, 

J} Gorormit were to ofdume the trameportatinn ohana , the rh 
Comparus, pwr a onederate undidurdtin , mere madevale Van 
urourll he we como, offeetid pov urdiuwmrouals, Vre cot mvo it 
de jracd byte Dejurvlrr under The Coq er courage, wile o- 
witout am adelrtanal wurerderatun. Sri Gold do to rycned 
for comage at an Jutortor ranch Mt, all tho maltorials por 
rfp Ur LiLo wt Nome Ae Tromiported trtiat wit porrorie ao Com 

qrercal and man ufaedummng contre, and tho Depostor hy, 
vurtue Cf Te Jr Laure cw tire Qemural Ininit fawn, requiring dim 
Lrpoy the eo if rfaming , will havete ean Vio wpe of trams— 
porting The materials for nepiming/, on addlction Trt usual charges 
fev comage and tramrportatun ij win, Ft utorls urnecepany - 
eyjpunse dete ow The Gorunmut and te Deporitor uv Ser 4 gel 

U Hmply aftayed ot am Juterior Afray, prec), UF eemumorerol valu 
ob kunwn , wil & vr mred cart, cCoummMitle ute com by a ppeie 
Qovermment Draft, ot an owynse to he Depositer optic moderate 


RG 104 entry UD-39 box 1 of 1 " 
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| pail change {or Aramingy, and the charger for Transporting qoleL,— and 
at am fume te Yoournmul of marutanring an Aeay Appice. 


IT. 


I muelk yotdl bo moned and comed at an Interer grande nit, 
an equivratonit conn uli com U ofected, at The dome oppure To 
ta Dypriter por Apayine,, wilh Me additional charge 4 transpror- 
tatu of matorvals (wr oefanung ,— and ot a yredtor cost tet Fovern— 

“the ewly obyoct opti urcreased cost Ja Mak over an A fray Bp face 
cam be, m offer, The puyply, opti ory emall Proportion sf Come, 
mr greek vps cpa Mut ,- and urbolly wriUeefrary who 
we houew Vat ie redaction df-qeld, of Muwwn veluc, wll attra 
Mie equomeleut quantity df com ,requrcd fovereulatiun , othe 
wot A ony ww, aprudlly uf te Apcae drapt pyAtn were adopted. 

Veo alt Mw ytd produced, amd cored vn Mie Intercer , 
woulel Are chorged wotlo Me wenensed, wit off Defy, , ov thal 
recefrarcly rujurel on tm lrealiter mest pavorate for 
refining and coinage , and That without adding tr dirweluc 
a manufaduned amtiele . Jr gemma, Thee Un created cost of. 
producditu mould odd trti vrelur of toa predudion, but ation 
is met tho Come in Ae peunetrnetone , tu at vemtance with Woo 
soundest cormemecal Jummacyl td refine and com ged cu he 
hotonion ote Couwtry,. : 
He vd wich Theme pruuted appear tome py pretty 

te pr, tak uC ogaimet te duluertt o tre Yourrwonit, Thor 
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)2. 
Coit, tee Numer and ttre General Public tte wtattirh Prranct Mute 


ew the -dtonior qe Counairy . Arm pte measows aodduud qo {er Tht 
te thow Mat Mts rout mort he multlicd, wen wm Mir Commer— 
eral elma dj Mypublre . The pine manafactring, prirerjle 
turing and Comage con bo met ronemilly, offe ct ur Vie 
Aut Arcalution . Cn the grounds Shane Jresented , A appeans 
po Tome thal Mere whew he hurt are Sent in The Uoete Atte , 
uc ow The Corlirne and Wertone wars ruprtul . J aw wit frr- 
yared te advocate, m general grounds, The ctr uanc Mp won The 
rand Yunt at dw beans, for dowrwur uscpul ot form erty 
war, attr mearert reer of Slur froin our Thin WMef pource, 
Wy, te meray quroducien of amor un cow oun dorm orid 
will Jurcha Hy down uy the adivity and mcd of Meat rane . 
how tiits ud om wrt, wih At appbonces and ma aw 
invpovtaut conrmourecal coulere , or wll on te avord Me um putatun 
ca dui Mo dye ter Southern Verty of Comumg Mrinilege, 
Sane nclured te wave muny elyrctirus in relation te UE awd te 
accord te Ut the wwer Jj cotning aclu. the wurrewt of yetl- duit 
will provatty, wt dercaftu fow-teitards New brea . 
General Plow pov Afra, bfprieas 
Bince Mi muadt favorable memento prucut for adopting, w 
O qemurol pytom for Upoy, pred , teeaure oe quation im relation 
cmt Sewthirn Brauch Omimtt of decane rhe Lyrlatorn 0 jee 
Congrya will be askrd for te etatlrt lhe of feces cu mew Jereitorces 


ve ond Hales, J vuitare a suygyert Mer euttone d[pran Fperatioe Paw, 
: : wrk appears trim te combine The yrcatut reoonomy, WA of parcours, 


| 
| 


: 


| RG 104 entry UD-39 box 1 of 1 


13. 


ond o full sytem df Cheeks . 

He Hpcedal staf might owvjrae tute Commifiioned. Fffccny , 
one Me fupomrrtndert ond Aftarer , Me othr Me treasure and 
muiltor. Yun might be a general nwt Clerk , or one aukordinate 
1a Me Sreaturw, andl The Oprayer Mreuld avo a fume claps wortoman 
to afiut tum. the operative foren might wast of lomo melts, 
tor Caborem ond a wotctn- He wturte fore, Mam , would te 
two Ofprurt, a dlurk and oy workon, off formt grade. 

She works for an Afra, bprce might to o plan and moderate 
Marl bulding,, witte tare aubetartal vant, fre and durgtar prog, 
and plain Hedi forthe Mirage Gf futl,do. & Meam-mgne TW 
HuYvply watir ond por power, a orimding appraralur for purcefe, 

Tuo omlting ferroces , vie full opplrancs ofan afrayer, peveral 
luge amd pmatt balance, write Morubudiany mechanism gf 
a Lathe, purity and carputers honed, hem tee te oustitte 
dufpret purntvhing por oll Atay prodes . | 
He offi and opuratuce force above suyysted , and The burlding, 
and furntting, poet mcevted , Commend Moomalous to my judgment 
ai constrtirturg Om Afsayn Efeew, Thal will operwte peeuncly , eco 
mmcelly and ypetivdy. SJ rub Me qilon UW rapes fatto 
jody rncast 


@ IV. br Opponents ot the Branch mle , 


SF callul wou Prov! You™ Halen on the middle o fuly,, and 
frmeing that Me Nad already suggerted to Vie Departannt vor 
WOW Ov qreut Conran oY) Cupermtindent , Ftrok aurfpuur Vhs a itu 
on tat pont. Ina commumation wittt Mert Gov? Johnsen , as J 
wer net Mon acquamted wilt mdim duals capatte falling, Uhe 
Cpe, Syurperred pug getting Me prvaple whr'eh ought to 
qo mnncmatinw . br the puyyposvtirn Vt Me ranch Iurta 
met be oprmed witic pull mortiary qowem, J puggrtted Mat 
the buprrrtonduit Mould pefeep a tourrefr- capacity , mart 7 Afeauyou 
Areuld howe ponw acqauarntanee with Chunistry , as well as be or become 
aMeulpul Apa, ard that te Milter, C4 and Ciner prould be 
a tera bly whurt mccrancworr , orol uf quer te qr feefi pone Metalhur- 
gre Kuowteage - He mpermed me tat Ae had Ang qetead the name of 
WM? Todd, Hie forme Ofrayr, por reappontuunt. Jdo net doubt, 
from oll tat J could tearn , ra me oppontmarit would teagordow. 
Aubiequavty , asthe propriety of eprning The Prank mite _ 
tuly a Apron, Ofprees Aoreed elf on muy attention , ond patirfred amy, 
pudgamait Wal” Arr etal tonuit a Afeay Offices was Me only repr 
county for the Yorernmut te prt, J wretote Gor” Jolson, 
knoumng, t torte your oprntou alse, trite offict Mat vn oll prebatil— 
vey the Mutt would only, be made Oftay b44tted, ancl iat un puch 
cure metey Superuttn duit ov Wren tagital te reg urred » S merely 
wugqurted tran Mot ov Mus care, tr Greacurr pheuld have poe 
Knowledge of motallurgy, , iia’ opty ompertante tern not Kuewleds, of buses 
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FO a Rurduat naming seem fot te apport: BT Gibbon wv 
Oper ote Hfrcrot Charlettc, Jdcd mot dem tb reupary te | 
call agatu uprn Gov! Holden, on muy rior Oe North. Way, 
J met pay gut te you, iw conclrding Tir -head , rat pore apport 
Y praciote, be qiven tte We Guillen at Dohloneqa , vada 
w ih jrurrvation qm Miwt Irepurty ot that place UU mainly, 
duc ttn. Suck at leat co Med opincen J mececned plo sin Dab lew | 
eqn, ltto’ J conpefs pro met Mer amert Loyal of-porvens. ) 
J home mow carried out whe dutradins commyed tm 
mupabitdy , ard Strut , te your satirfadien . SF will only urge 
| dotirming a sorty-aa jrractionly , whew A wndu tt Ae WO 
rend Wnts os prc, ov only, Qu Ofray, Eh prces , and te make 
Thor avpomimers of Offre po ar to peure mut fyrainely, 
te rrcervatien gic Viblio Mropurty, wd Trenadte the bf4rrurd 
omic, carly qr/paretiorn fov a Winters campacon. 


= 


ees Lenetconah yas 
Sib b eke 


1, Onartotte, the erginol turtlding , comAructed in KB 6, war dertroyed ty 


; 
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Achedule Ad 


Gore dprefre Dutails we melation Ao the Pate of Me Burldenys 
Oyypanatos erred Marlvirvemy, of Mew Prone Wu oh Oawtetto— 
NO. and Dolloncqa, Go. 


fave, und weplord ty the Ireewit Frade, whic may be Hote 
m guru tomared Hote Um good undttun. dtua but Chung of one - 
pry in huyWt, wit a hadomuit nimang pene st fect abeve Me” 
ground, mauling ary ellars and io conatrndtea optrcek , Hint - 
cord. “the Uimnty Mats afvprav to micd mprourtny, . Hu 
urrqattl rorf of enka dro weeds a £46 myo und Mheorough 
jouvting te Yurrt rein-feakaye , witch har HoqyWtdty, dase ~ 
age Mu wells ond ceolng of Me uvtater oj Vic hurley, 
J wuld frarn Ope one iw Novi , capably of wating 
tnd omy, althe' puch «puto might Ae found at the eee GR 
Compu Pheps. the frame out buldings , reds for fuck ad . 
qeutral Harage are mn ao dolaprdated conditiru , requerng conde 
rable murauns trpit Thom por urdu ew. OU drole wat of pawl 
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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia Sept 23, 1865 
Hon Hugh McCulloch 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir 

I have the honor to forward herewith the report of Professor James C. Booth. Special Agent to 
examine the Branch Mints at Charlotte N.C. and Dahlonega Ga. The duty assigned him has been well 
and faithfully performed, and the report now submitted is both able and interesting. The views of Prof 
Booth on the subject of Branch Mints and Assay Offices are so expressive of my own, that I have only 
to say that I fully approve the report on that and the other points to which he has referred. Whether the 
Branch Mints at these places shall be opened as assay offices or for minting purposes, and the time 
when, are questions respectfully submitted to your Department. My opinion, often expressed and now 
repeated, is that these Branches should not be employed as Mints. 

In the event of reopening the Branch at Dahlonega, I would respectfully suggest the name of 
Isaac L Todd, Assayer of that Branch prior to the rebellion, for re-appointment. Mr. Todd I believe is 
strongly recommended by the Governor of Georgia and many others. I herewith enclose a note from the 
Assayer of the Mint in reference to the character of the assays made by Mr. Todd in former years. The 
repairs of building and machinery indicated by Prof Booth should be made and for that purpose an 
appropriation should be obtained at the earliest period permitable. 


Iam Sir, 

Very Respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
James Pollock 
Director 
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Report of Prof J C Booth 
on Branch Mints at Charlotte & Dahlonega 
Sept 19, 1965. 


Philadelphia Sept 19, 1865 
To Hon James Pollock 

Director of the Mint 

Sir, 

Under date of July 5" 1865, I received from you official notification of my appointment as an 
Agent of the Treasury Department, to inspect and report upon the present condition of the Branch Mints 
at Charlotte NC and Dahlonega GA, in conformity with the letter of the Department of June 20" 1865, 
requesting you to select a suitable person for this purpose. 

Pursuant to my appointment, I left Philadelphia on July 10", proceeded to make the 
examinations required with as much dispatch as practicable, and returned to this place on Sept 9"". The 
two months thus spent far exceeded my original estimate of the requisite time, in consequence of the 
broken and imperfect condition of the Southern Rail Roads, of their want of connection in running 
times, & especially of the difficult and tedious overland route to Dahlonega, a distance of 75 miles from 
the nearest point on a Rail Road. Indisposition, arising from the two months travel, without repose, has 
prevented an earlier presentation of the result of my labors. 

The letter of the Department and your own express the following points as the objects of my 
mission: viz 


1. To examine and report upon the precise condition of the public property at Charlotte and 
Dahlonega, connected with the Branch Mints at those places. 


2. To adopt such means for their protection and preservation, as may be in my power. 


3. To Report my opinion as to the propriety of putting those Branch Mints into operation, with the 
addition of particulars pertinent and important to the question. 


4. To confer with the Provisional Governors of North Carolina and Georgia, in relation to 
temporary or permanent appointments to those Branch Mints, if necessary. 


I. I prefer offering a general view of the condition of the Branch Mints in my Report, 
unencumbered with the details of their more precise condition, which are embraced in 
the subjoined schedule A. 


The Buildings and machinery of both mints are in as good a condition as their closure during four 
years of war would warrant us in assuming. They received no positive detriment from troops or 
individuals during Confederate sway, except in the abstraction of tools & a little machinery, which last 
has been returned and they have been injured to a very limited extent during their occupancy by our own 
troops. 

The main building at Charlotte is in good condition, having been erected more recently than that at 
Dahlonega. It was employed by the Confederate Government for the storage of goods belonging to their 
so-called Navy-Yard, situated in Charlotte. The extent of preservation, which this Branch received, is 
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due, I have reason to believe, to the care of Dr. J. H. Gibbon, the former assayer of the mint and recently 
reappointed the same position. This Branch was not used during the war, either for minting or assaying. 

The Main building at Dahlonega has seriously suffered in its wood-work through the neglect of 
many years. The preservation of this branch, is I believe, due to the residence of a Mr. Quillen in the 
building during the war. He occupied a position in the mint, & when its operation ceased upon the 
opening of hostilities, he was permitted to remain there to assay gold for the people. As this operation 
was not detrimental to the property, and was a benefit to those engaged in gold mining and washing. 
General Wilson permitted Mr. Quillen to remain there under the same circumstances. On the same 
grounds I allowed his continuance in the building, until Regular Officers should be appointed to assume 
the protection and preservation of the Mint. 

The out buildings of both Branches are in a very dilapidated condition, and will need much repair or 
a total renewal. 

The repose of bright iron machinery and apparatus during four years, without the constant and 
actively protecting hand of the workman, has necessarily generated more or less rust, but after careful 
inspection I believe it can be readily removed, and will not prove to have been seriously detrimental to 
the future working of the machinery. Small portions of the machinery, some of the apparatus, and the 
greater part of the tool, employed in the direct and incidental operations of minting will have to be 
renewed as they have been removed or materially injured. 

I have endeavored to approximate to correct estimates in the following tables of cost of repairs and 
renewal to the buildings, apparatus and machinery of the two Branch mints, reserving more specific 
details and estimates to the subjoined schedule A. Correct estimates can only be made by the 
professional mechanic after a careful survey. The question springing out of the third point of enquiry, 
whether the Branches shall be continued as mints or assay offices, induced me to divide the estimates 
accordingly. 


Estimated Cost of Repairs Charlotte Dahlonega 

For Assaying purposes, exclusively $1540 = @ $2070 = $1900 = @ $2320 = 

For Buildings 1S00= = =2250= 2500 = 3500 = 
Total for Assay Offices $3040= $4320= $4400= $5820= 

Additional for Refining and Coinage 1000 = 1500 = 1000 = 1500 = 
Total for all minting purposes $4040= $5820= $5400= $7320= 


I remark on the above that the estimates embrace only such repairs as I supposed necessary to put the 
Branches in present active operation, but that more extensive repairs will have to be made, especially to 
the Dahlonega Branch, before they can be considered in the best condition. 


II. Protection and Preservation of Public Property 

Upon my first reaching the Branch Mint at Charlotte, I found it in possession of a detachment of US 
Troops, who evidently inflicted no injury upon the building or its contents. The Assay Department was 
then locked up, and the keys in charge of Dr. J. H. Gibbon, by permission of General Ruger, 
Commandant of N Carolina. As Dr. Gibbon was then in the North & to remain for a few weeks, and as 
the Instructions of the Commandant were that the closed portion of the building should remain so, I 
concluded to allow things to remain as they were, and proceed to the examination of Dahlonega, 
pending Dr. Gibbon’s return. Upon my visit to Charlotte, a month later I found that other troops had 
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replaced those I left in charge, that the Assay Department had been forced open, the balances and other 
articles disarranged, and according to Dr. Gibbon, some gold and silver had been abstracted. The officer 
in charge had seen both the gold & silver, and I trust that through the investigation of Dr. Gibbon, it will 
be found and returned. While in Charlotte, I had the lathes and pointing rolls transferred from the 
Confederate Navy Yard to the Mint, from which they had been removed. The reappointment of Dr. 
Gibbon, as assayer is now a sufficient guarantee that the Public Property of this Branch will be duly 
guarded and preserved. 

I found that some of the apparatus of the Dahlonega Branch had been somewhat injured by the 
privilege accorded to the Cavalry Detachment, quartered in the Mint, to rove unmolested over the whole 
building, except in a few rooms, where the more delicate apparatus was kept. A squad of 15 men, under 
Lieut Zimmerman of the 139" Ill VV1 (volunteer Infantry) accompanied me to the mint, to replace the 
Cavalry, and I assigned certain portions of the building to them, with strict injunctions, which I am 
confident were obeyed, to enter no other part of the building. Upon my return to Dalton to give special 
instructions to Brevet Major General Kueffner of the 139" Ill in relation to the Mint, I found that in the 
short interim Dahlonega was already transferred to the jurisdiction of General Judah. Fearing the 
consequences of such frequent changes of military occupation, I went at once to Augusta, to explain the 
state of things to Major General Steedman, Commandant of Georgia, and to request that the troops 
should not be quartered in the building, because the personal character and discipline of the officer in 
command was the only guarantee of the due preservation and protection of the Public Property. I further 
stated to him the disturbed condition of upper Georgia and the necessity of a heavier force than fifteen 
men. He at once issued instructions to General Judah to detach a force of forty (40) men, duly 
commanded, to Dahlonega, with special instructions that the mint building should not be occupied by 
the troops, except perhaps one or two rooms by officers. In the meantime Mr. Quillen resides in the mint 
with his family, and will, I doubt not, exercise the same care of the building and its contents, that he has 
heretofore done, until officers are appointed 


Page -7- is missing from the original report. The page fastener was a rivet-type and the sheets 
pulled loose from the back rivet. 


Shall these Branches be mints or only assay offices? 

If gold dust be deposited in the mint, improved by melting, assaying, cast into a bar, and its value 
stamped thereon, its commercial value is at once known, and this fact precludes imposition on the 
Depositor or Holder. If such gold is to be coined at the mint, it must of necessity be previously refined, 
and hence all the appliances for refining and coinage would be required, in addition to those for 
assaying. These acts necessitate the employment of more officers and more workmen, the inconvenient 
transportation of acids in glass vessels into the interior of the country, the use of much more machinery 
and apparatus, and greatly increase the cost and complexity of a mint over an assay office. The only 
advantage of coinage in the interior would be the distribution of a moderate amount of gold, in the 
directly utilizable form of coin, in the regions surrounding the Branch mints, but this advantage is only 
limited to the short time of transit of a gold bar of determined value to a place of coinage and its return. 
The advantage appears to me to be too short in time, too small in value, and too limited as to the number 
of depositors, to outweigh the increased cost and complexity of Refining and Coinage at Branch mints in 
the Interior of the country. Moreover, even this slight advantage may be met, if the government should 
give a Specie Draft for the value of a gold deposit, payable at any Depository in a Commercial Center, 
and should assume the responsibility of transferring such gold to a mint for refining and coinage. 
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I derived this excellent suggestion from your Report, as Director of the Mint, for 1863-4 and can add 
nothing more to it. I am confident the there would be no difficulty in negotiating the sale of a Specie 
Draft in the Southern gold regions, subject to no other loss than the rate of exchange, which would 
doubtless be sometimes in favor of the Depositor. 

Do we require new Branch mints in the United States? 

While the question is now, for the first time since their establishment, an open one, whether the two 
branch mints in the South shall be reopened with full minting power, or simply as assay offices, there is 
nothing in the way of examining the general bearings of this question, with a view to future legislation 
by the Congress. The only interference is perhaps the law, establishing a branch at Denver, Colorado, 
but I believe that is consequence of the difficulties of transportation, it has only been worked thus far as 
an assay office and has proved ample for all commercial purposes. 

Gold and silver are being extensively developed in Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Arizona, and 
other territories. It is hardly necessary to remark that in a gold producing region, a very small proportion 
of their gold is required by the producing community for circulation, and that nearly all of it must find 
its way to a commercial center. 

Shall the extensive and more cumbrous structure of a mint, in its buildings, machinery and 
operations be erected in each one of these territories or states, or possibly in more than one locality in 
each of them, because of their great extent? This is not only important as an economical question, but 
another arises with it, whether the multiplication of centers of coinage may not multiply the possibility 
of erroneous issues of coin. 

Consider for a moment that the same value of gold, whether in assayed bar, or in refined coin, will 
have to be transported to the commercial centers, at an equal cost and risk to the public. If government 
were to assume the transportation of bars, the risk would no doubt be borne by perfectly responsible 
transportation companies for a modest consideration, more moderate than would be the case, if effected 
for individuals. The cost might be paid by the Depositors under the charge for coinage, with or without 
and additional consideration. If the gold is to be refined for coinage at the Interior Branch Mint, all the 
materials for refining will have to be transported to that mint from a commercial and manufacturing 
center, and the Depositor, by virtue of the proper clause in the General Mint Law, requiring him to pay 
the cost of refining, will have to bear the expense of transporting the materials for refining, in addition to 
the usual charges for coinage and transportation of coin. It entails unnecessary expense both on the 
government and the Depositor. For if gold is simply assayed at an Interior Assay Office, its commercial 
value is known, and it is immediately convertible into coin by a specie government draft, at an expense 
to the Depositor of the moderate charge for assaying, and the charges for transporting gold, and at an 
expense to the government of maintaining an assay office. If such gold be refined and coined at an 
Interior Branch Mint, an equivalent conversion into coin is effected, at the same expense to the 
Depositor as for assaying, with the additional charge of transportation of materials for refining and at a 
greater cost to the government of maintaining the more expensive Minting Establishment. 

The only object of the increased cost of a mint over an assay office can be, in effect, the supply of 
the very small proportion of coin need for local circulation, an object wholly inadequate to warrant the 
greater expense of a mint, and wholly unnecessary when we know that the production of gold, of known 
value, will attract the equivalent quantity of coin, required for circulation, without cost to anyone, 
especially if the specie draft system were adopted. 

Near all the gold produced and coined in the Interior would be charged with the increased cost of 
refining, over that necessarily imposed on it in localities most favorable for refining and coinage, and 
that without adding to its value as a manufactured article. In general, the increased cost of production 
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should add to the value of that production, but as this is not the case in the present instance, it is at 
variance with the soundest economical principles to refine and coin gold in the interior of the country. 

The views which I have presented appear to me sufficiently to prove that it is against the interests of 
the government, the Depositor, the miner, and the general public to establish Branch Mints in the 
interior of the county. Some of the reasons addressed go further to show that mints should not be 
multiplied, even in the commercial centers of the Republic. The simple manufacturing principle ought to 
be sufficient, that the manufacturing operations of refining and coinage can be most economically 
effected in the fewest localities. On the grounds I have presented, it appears to me that there should be 
but two mints in the United States, one on the Eastern and Western coasts respectively. I am not 
prepared to advocate, on general grounds, the continuance of even the Branch Mint at New Orleans; for 
however useful it formerly was, as the nearest recipient of silver from our then chief source Mexico, the 
increasing production of silver in our own Territories will probably diminish the activity and need of 
that branch. Nevertheless, as it is in existence with all of its appliances, and in an important commercial 
center, as well as to avoid the imputation of a desire to deprive the Southern Ports of Coining Privileges, 
I am inclined to waive my objections in relation to it, and to accord to it the power of coining silver. The 
current of gold-dust will probably not hereafter flow towards New Orleans. 


General Plan for Assay Offices. 

Since the most favorable moment is present for adopting a general system for assay offices, because 
of the question in relation to the two southern branch mints, & because of the legislation of the congress 
will be asked for to establish like offices in new territories and states, I venture to suggest the outlines of 
an operative plan which appears to me to combine the greatest economy with efficiency and a full 
system of checks. 

The official staff might comprise two commissioned officers, one the Superintendent and assayer, 
the other the Treasurer and melter. There might be a general mint clerk, or one subordinate to the 
Treasurer, and the assayer should have a first class workman to assist him. The operative force might 
consist of two melters, two laborers, and a watchman. The whole force then would be two officers, a 
clerk, and six workmen, of different grades. 

The works for an assay office might be a plain and moderate sized building, with two substantial 
vaults, fire and burglar proof, and plain sheds for the storage of fuel, etc. A steam engine to supply water 
and for power, a grinding apparatus for sweeps, two melting furnaces, the full appliances of an assayer, 
several large and small balances, with the subsidiary mechanisms of a lathe, smithy, and carpenters 
bench, seem to me to constitute sufficient furnishing for all assay purposes. 

The official and operative force suggested, and the building and furnishing just recited, commend 
themselves to my judgement as constituting an assay office, that will operate securely, economically and 
efficiently. I submit the plan to your better judgement. 


IV On appointments at the Branch Mints 

I called on Provisional Governor Holden in the middle of July, and finding that he had already 
suggested to the Department the name of a gentleman as Superintendent, I took no further action on that 
point. In a conversation with Provisional Governor Johnson, as I was not then acquainted with 
individuals capable of filling the offices, I preferred suggesting the principles which ought to govern 
nominations. On the supposition that the branch mints might be opened with full minting powers, I 
suggested that the Superintendent should possess a business capacity, that the assayer should have some 
acquaintance with chemistry, as well as be or become a skillful assayer, and that the melter, refiner, and 
coiner should be a tolerably expert mechanician, and if possible possess some metallurgic knowledge. 
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He informed me that he had suggested the name of Mr. Todd, the former assayer, for appointment. I do 
not doubt, from all that I could learn, that the appointment would be a good one. 

Subsequently, as the propriety of opening the branch mints only as assay offices forced itself on my 
attention, and satisfied, my judgement that their establishment as assay offices was the only proper 
course for the government to pursue, I wrote to Governor Johnson knowing it to be your opinion also, to 
the effect that in all probability the mints would only be made assay offices, and that in such case neither 
Superintendent or coiner would be required. I merely suggested to him that in this case, the Treasurer 
should have some knowledge of metallurgy, although of less importance than his knowledge of 
business. 

The President having seen fit to appoint Dr. Gibbons as assayer at Charlotte, I did not deem it 
necessary to call again upon Governor Holder, on my return to the North. May I not suggest to you, in 
concluding this head, that some appointment if practicable, be given to Mr. Quillen, at Dahlonega, in as 
much as the preservation of the mint property at that place is mainly due to him. Such at least is the 
opinion I received of him in Dahlonega, although I confess from not the loyal of persons. 

I have now carried out the instructions conveyed to me in the letter of the Department and in 
your own, to the best of my ability and I trust, to your satisfaction. I will only urge in conclusion that I 
think it desirable for the government to determine as early as practicable, whether to conduct the two 
branch mints as such, or only as assay offices, and to make their appointments of officers, so as to secure 
most effectively the preservation of the public property, and to enable the officers to make early 
preparation for a winter’s campaign. 


Very Respectfully yours 
James C. Booth 


Schedule A 
More specific details in relation to the state of the buildings, apparatus, and machinery of the 
branch mints at Charlotte NC and Dahlonega GA. 

1. Charlotte. The original building, constructed in 1836, was destroyed by fire, and replaced by the 
present structure, which may be stated in general terms to be in good condition. It is a building of 
one story in height, with a basement rising some six feet above the ground, making airy cellars, 
and is constructed of brick, stuccoed. The chimney stacks appear to need repointing. The 
corrugated roof of xincked (sic zinced) iron needs a little repair and through painting, to prevent 
rain leakage, which has slightly damaged the walls and ceiling of the interior of the building. I 
could learn of no one in Charlotte, capable of repairing such a roof, although such a person might 
be found at the NC companies shops. The frame outbuildings, sheds for fuel, and general storage 
are in a dilapidated condition, requiring considerable repairs to fit them for present use. A single 
coat of paint on the woodwork of the main building would be a great advantage for its 
preservation, although not presently essential. 

The steam engine was found to be in running condition. I had an experienced machinist to 
examine the boiler, which he pronounced to be in fair condition, requiring an outlay of about 
$200 to run them safely. Caulking and paint will probably be sufficient for the water tanks. The 
chasers and lathes can be rendered effective by an outlay of $300 to $400. The melting furnaces, 
belting, and forge will have to be renewed. Two iron safes, lost during the war, should be 
resupplied. Fire brick, melting pots, and various tools for melting, for the forge and carpentry, 
will have to be almost wholly resupplied, at a cost of some $500 to $650. The company’s shops, 
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of the NC RR Co., near Greensboro, appears to be the nearest available point, from which some 
of the tools can be obtained. The finer tools should be purchased in the North, and it would be 
perhaps better to send a single set of melting tools from the Philadelphia mint as patterns. 

2. Dahlonega. The main building of this branch mint was originally well constructed, of two stories 
height, with a basement rising about four feet above the ground in front and still higher in the 
rear. The basement is solidly built of rough hewn granite blocks, and cut granite constitutes the 
sill, lintels and jambs of windows and doors. The rest of the building is composed of brick, 
stuccoed. The mason work is generally good, needing few repairs, excepting the chimney stacks, 
which pass through the wood work of the loft, and the shingle roof, with the very censurable 
thickness of half a brick, rendering fire imminent at any moment. I found the wooden mantel in 
one apartment burned from a crack in the thin flue. All or at least several of the stacks should be 
rebuilt. 

The woodwork of the whole building has suffered severely and is decaying in parts, for lack of 
paint, which has evidently not been applied to it for many years. 

Some of the frame outbuildings are very much dilapidated, and need either renewal or 
considerable repairs. 

The greater part of the machinery, like that at Charlotte, has suffered rather from the rust of 
inattention, than from injury. The testimony of several, who were engaged in the mint, prior to 
the war, is that the boilers were then unsafe. In the absence of means or ability on my part to test 
this question, I prefer adopting the opinion, and recommend the purchase of new boilers. Most of 
the tools for the turning lathe were removed to Atlanta during the war, and are doubtless among 
its debris. A tolerably full supply of tools for melting, for lathe, forge, and carpentry is demanded 
by this branch mint, because of its isolated and distant position from centers of mechanical 
industry. I examined the government works at Chattanooga, and the private establishments at 
Macon, with a view to the purchase of new boilers, and recommend the latter, as I learn that the 
former are to pass out of the hands of the government. 

The furnaces are in tolerable condition, & only need relining. The water tanks, grinding 
apparatus, belting, black lead pots, and fire brick need similar renewal or repairs to those at 
Charlotte, except in the case of sand pots or Hessian crucibles of which there is a liberal supply 
at Dahlonega. The two iron safes are in good condition. 

In regard to both branch mints, it is a question whether the old locks on the vaults should not be 
replaced by the new modern mutation locks and keys. With well constructed vaults, fire and 
burglar proof, which I would unqualifiedly recommend for the new establishments, there would 
be no need of small iron safes. 

The tables on the following page embraces my more detailed estimate of the cost of renewal and 
repairs to the two branch mints to fit them for present use. Both need, and especially the branch 
at Dahlonega, more extensive and costly repairs to render them more permanently useful. I have 
abundant reason to distrust the exactness of my estimate, and I only offer them as approximately 
correct, as far as my knowledge would permit. I have given the estimated repairs etc for coinage 
after the others, pending the question of the operation of the branches as mints or assay offices. 

It is proper that I should state my opinion, that both branches might be opened, as assay offices, 
within a few months, with fewer repairs than I have estimated in this schedule, and of course at 
so much less expenditure. 


Estimates of the cost of renewal and repairs 
Of the branch mints at Charlotte and Dahlonega 
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Specific Items Charlotte Dahlonega 

Melting furnaces, a pair New $150= @ $200= Repr $50= @ $100= 
Fire Brick and Tile New $100= $150= New $100= 150= 
Tools for melting New 50= 60= New 20= 40= 
Black lead pots New 200= 250= New $200= 250= 
Hessian crucibles New 40= 60= 
Boilers Repr 200= 250= New $1000= $1000= 
Water tanks Repr 40= 60= Repr 40= 60= 
Assay Apparatus 100= 150= 100= 150= 
Belting New 50= 100= New 50= 80= 
Grinding apparatus Repr 50= 100= Repr 50= 100= 
Lathes and tools Repr 250= 300= Repr 100= 150= 
Smithy and tools New 100= 130= Repr 50= 100= 
Carpenter’s tools New 50= 70= New 50= 70= 
Safes New 200= 250= 


Total for apparatus 


$1540= @ 2070= 


$1900= @ 2320= 


Main Buildings Repr 500= 750= Repr 1500= 2000= 
Sheds and outbuildings Repr 1000= 1500= Repr 1000= 1500= 
Total of Assay Offices $3040= @ 4320= $4400= @ 5820= 


Refining and coinage 


1000= 1 


500= 


1000= 1500= 


Total for Mints 


$4040= @ 5820= 


$5400= @ 7320= 


